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Abstract

This study examined the implementation of the Barangay Drug Clearing Program in
Region I, focusing on its existing practices, effectiveness in reducing illicit drug activities, impact
on local security, and challenges faced during execution. Utilizing a descriptive research design,
the study gathered both quantitative and qualitative data to provide a comprehensive analysis.
Quantitative data included statistics on drug-related arrests, rehabilitations, and community
participation, while qualitative insights were obtained through interviews, focus groups, and
observations involving law enforcement, local officials, community members, and individuals
affected by substance abuse.

The current BDCP implementation and its influence on local security were assessed
through frequency and percentage analyses, while a five-point Likert scale evaluated program
effectiveness and encountered challenges.

Key recommendations aim to strengthen the program's impact. These include increasing
funding and resources to bolster law enforcement operations, enhancing the integration of
components like demand and supply reduction, community mobilization, rehabilitation, and the
role of Barangay Anti-Drug Abuse Councils. Developing accessible rehabilitation services
addressing physical, psychological, and social needs is crucial. Partnerships with national
agencies such as PDEA and PNP should be reinforced to maximize resources and expertise.
Additionally, active barangay resident participation in anti-drug efforts, such as community watch
groups and local prevention initiatives, should be encouraged to foster a collective approach in
combating illegal drugs.

Keywords: Barangay Drug Clearing Program, illegal drugs, public safety, community
engagement, program implementation, Region |

Introduction

The pervasive issue of illegal drugs poses a significant threat to communities across the
Philippines, adversely impacting public health, safety, and socio-economic development (Benablo
& Palaoag, 2020). In response to this challenge, the Philippine government introduced the
Barangay Drug Clearing Program, a community-based initiative aimed at eradicating illicit drug
activities at the barangay level (Nicor-Mangilimutan et al., 2020). This study examines the
implementation of the BDCP in Region I, focusing on its existing practices, effectiveness in
reducing drug-related crimes, impact on local security, and challenges encountered during
execution. By providing a comprehensive analysis of the program's implementation, this research
aims to offer valuable insights for strengthening the BDCP and enhancing its effectiveness in
combating the drug problem in Region | (Nicor-Mangilimutan et al., 2020).

The Barangay Drug Clearing Program represents a critical component of the
government's broader strategy in the war against illegal drugs. It recognizes the significance of
community involvement and local ownership in addressing this complex challenge (Mazo, 2020).
The program operates on the principle that drug clearing efforts are most effective when driven
by the communities themselves, with the support and guidance of local government units and law

120



ERF INTERDICIPLINARY RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT ISSN NO. 3028-2586
Vol. 1. No. 1 January - March 2025

enforcement agencies (McSweeney, 2020). This study examines the specific practices employed
in implementing the BDCP in Region |, scrutinizing the roles and responsibilities of various
stakeholders, including barangay officials, law enforcement personnel, community members, and
individuals affected by substance abuse. Understanding these implementation practices is crucial
for assessing the program's strengths and weaknesses and identifying areas for improvement
(Amista & Peters, 2020).

A central focus of this study is the evaluation of the BDCP's effectiveness in reducing illicit
drug activities in Region I. The research investigates the program's impact on key indicators such
as drug-related arrests, rehabilitation rates, and community participation in anti-drug initiatives
(Mazo, 2020). By analyzing both quantitative data, such as crime statistics and program
participation rates, and qualitative data, gathered through interviews, focus groups, and
observations, the study provides a comprehensive assessment of the program's outcomes (The
Effects of California’s Enhanced Drug and Contraband Interdiction Program on Drug Abuse and
Inmate Misconduct in California’s Prisons, 2023). This analysis helps to determine whether the
BDCP is achieving its intended goals and contributing to a reduction in drug-related problems in
the region.

Furthermore, this study explores the impact of the BDCP on local security in Region I. The
presence of illegal drug activities often undermines community safety and creates an environment
of fear and instability. By examining the program's influence on crime rates, community
perceptions of safety, and the overall security situation in the region, the research assesses the
extent to which the BDCP is contributing to a safer and more secure environment for residents
(Nicor-Mangilimutan et al., 2020). This analysis is crucial for understanding the broader societal
impacts of the program and its contribution to peace and order in the community.

Finally, this study investigates the challenges faced during the implementation of the
BDCP in Region I. Implementing a complex program like the BDCP inevitably encounters
obstacles, such as limited resources, logistical difficulties, community resistance, and the evolving
nature of the drug trade. By identifying these challenges, the research provides valuable insights
for policymakers and program implementers, enabling them to develop strategies to overcome
these obstacles an

Method

Research Design

The study employed a descriptive research approach, which plays a crucial role in
comprehensively understanding the program's dynamics, effectiveness, and challenges. As its
name implies, descriptive research aims to describe the characteristics of the population or
phenomenon being studied without influencing them. This approach is particularly suitable for this
study because it allows for detailed observation and description of the program's current state,
including its strategies, processes, and outcomes.

Participants

The study involved a diverse array of participants who were integral to the implementation
and assessment of the Barangay Drug Clearing Program. These participants included barangay
officials, such as captains, councilors, and members of the Barangay Anti-Drug Abuse Councils,
who played a pivotal role in executing the program at the community level. Additionally, law
enforcement personnel, including police officers and members of the Philippine Drug Enforcement
Agency, collaborated closely with barangay officials to ensure the program's effectiveness.
Furthermore, community members, particularly residents of the barangays impacted by the
BDCP, provided valuable insights regarding its implementation and outcomes. Lastly, individuals
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affected by substance abuse, including former drug users and their families, were engaged to
offer perspectives on the program's rehabilitation and reintegration efforts.

Instrumentation

The study employed a survey questionnaire administered to respondents in Region I. The
instrument examined the existing implementation of the Barangay Drug Clearing Program in the
region, evaluating the program's effectiveness in reducing illegal drug activities within barangays,
its impact on enhancing local security, and its contribution to the broader campaign against illegal
drugs. Additionally, the survey explored the challenges encountered during program
implementation. The validity and reliability of the instrument were established through a review
by experts in the field of drug prevention and control, as well as a pilot test conducted with a
sample of respondents not included in the main study.

Data Analysis

The retrieved responses from the questionnaire were subjected to data management.
They were tallied, tabulated, analyzed, and interpreted.

The researcher used frequency and percentage to determine existing Barangay Drug
Clearing Program currently implemented in Region | and impact of the Barangay Drug Clearing
Program in enhancing local security and contributing to the broader campaign against illegal
drugs.

On the other hand, the researcher used the five-point likert scale in determining the level
of effectiveness of the Barangay Drug Clearing Program in reducing illegal drug activities within
Barangay, and challenges have been encountered while implementing the Barangay Drug
Clearing Program.

Results

Existing Barangay Drug Clearing Program currently implemented in Region |

The Barangay Drug Clearing Program implemented in Region | encompasses several key
components. However, the research indicates that the program's execution has not been fully
optimized, with various obstacles hindering its effectiveness (Lestari et al., 2022). These include
limited resources, insufficient communication and coordination among implementing agencies,
and a lack of alignment between program standards and objectives.

The barangays in Region | have established Anti-Drug Abuse Councils to spearhead the
BDCP's implementation at the community level. (Lestari et al., 2022) These councils are
responsible for organizing drug awareness campaigns, conducting regular drug testing, and
collaborating with law enforcement agencies to identify and report drug-related activities.

Furthermore, the BDCP in Region | has facilitated the rehabilitation and reintegration of
individuals affected by substance abuse. These efforts aim to provide comprehensive support,
such as counseling, skills training, and livelihood assistance, to help former drug users reintegrate
into the community and prevent relapse (Mazo, 2020).

Impact of the Barangay Drug Clearing Program in enhancing local security and contributing to the
broader campaign against illegal drugs

The study's findings suggest that the implementation of the Barangay Drug The
implementation of the Barangay Drug Clearing Program in Region | has reportedly had a positive
impact on enhancing local security and contributing to the broader campaign against illegal drugs
(Mendoza et al., 2018). The program has led to a decrease in drug-related incidents within the
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barangays, such as reduced reports of drug trafficking, drug use, and drug-related crimes.
Additionally, the program has strengthened the collaboration between barangay officials, law
enforcement agencies, and community members, resulting in more effective information sharing,
intelligence gathering, and joint operations against drug syndicates (Mendoza et al., 2018).

Level of effectiveness of the Barangay Drug Clearing Program in reducing illegal drug activities
within Barangay

The survey findings suggest that the Barangay Drug Clearing Program implemented in
Region | is generally viewed as effective in mitigating illegal drug activities within the barangays.
Respondents rated the program's effectiveness in curbing drug-related issues, such as drug
trafficking, drug use, and drug-related crimes, as high. However, the study also revealed
variations in the program's effectiveness across different barangays, with some communities
exhibiting more substantial reductions in drug-related incidents compared to others.

Challenges encountered while implementing the Barangay Drug Clearing Program

The study identified several challenges that have hindered the effective implementation of
the Barangay Drug Clearing Program in Region |. Resource limitations emerged as a significant
obstacle, with barangays often lacking sufficient funding, personnel, and logistical support, which
impeded their capacity to execute the program effectively. Additionally, a lack of coordination and
communication among key agencies, including the Philippine National Police, Department of the
Interior and Local Government, and barangay officials, were also recognized as major barriers
that undermined the program's overall efficacy. Furthermore, community resistance posed a
challenge, as some residents were reluctant to participate or share information due to
apprehension, distrust, or personal connections to drug networks.

Discussion

The study's findings align with existing literature on the implementation of community-
based drug intervention programs in the Philippines. The Barangay Drug Clearing Program in
Region | has demonstrated some success in reducing drug-related incidents and enhancing local
security. However, the program's effectiveness has been hindered by various challenges,
including resource constraints, coordination issues, and community resistance. (Mazo, 2020)

The resource limitations faced by barangays in executing the BDCP is a recurring theme
in the literature (Mazo, 2020). Inadequate funding, personnel, and logistical support have
restricted the ability of local governments to fully implement and sustain the program's activities,
such as awareness campaigns, rehabilitation efforts, and law enforcement operations. (Mazo,
2020)

The need for improved coordination and communication among implementing agencies
has also been highlighted in previous studies (Mendoza et al., 2018). Weak collaboration between
barangay officials, law enforcement, and other stakeholders can undermine the program's holistic
approach and hinder the sharing of crucial information and resources.
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